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“The most important gift we can give the world’s children is the gift most likely to lead to future peace and prosperity – and that is the gift of a good education.”  
Laura Bush, First Lady

Dear Friend:

The beloved Mahatma Gandhi once said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.” Five years ago, a group of courageous and committed individuals took the initiative to be that change. 

Today, Sunflower Mission is a testament to how much of a difference we can make. We make it a point to say we because, without YOUR help, Sunflower Mission would not have made it this far. Without our members and sponsors, we would not be able to achieve everything we have:

· Constructed 50+ classrooms 

· Awarded over 2,200 Scholarships to elementary, high school and college students 

· Raised almost $500,000 dollars  

The vast majority of non-profit organizations fold in the first five years.  Not only is Sunflower Mission still around, but it continues to thrive.  As we grow, we are committed to keeping our general administration expense at less than 3%.  This goal ensures that at least 97 cents out of every dollar raised goes directly to supporting our cause.  This is our way of demonstrating our gratitude and honoring the trust of our supporters.  

We invite you and your family to join us as we celebrate our achievements at Sunflower Mission’s “Education – Bridge to the Future” 5th Anniversary Gala.  This gala will be held at Ocean Palace from 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 pm on September 29, 2007 in Houston, TX.

The theme “Education – Bridge to the Future” resonates with us for many reasons:

· Sunflower Mission provides education and enables the children of Vietnam to aspire to a future of peace and prosperity: a future they truly deserve.

· Sunflower Mission educates and reminds the American public about the often forgotten beauty of the Vietnamese culture and the need for assistance.

· Sunflower Mission educates Vietnamese-American children (often times, our own children) about their rich heritage and inspires them to give back to the people of Vietnam, America, and the rest of the world. 
More information about sponsoring our gala, donating raffle items, refreshments, or purchasing tables are attached. Please join us in celebrating our 5 year anniversary and our joint achievements!

If I may provide additional information or address any of your questions, please call me at (713) 927-6235 or email me at education@sunflowermission.org 
Best regards, 

Elena Tran

President

Sunflower Mission
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Education: Bridge to the Future

Celebrating Sunflower Mission’s

5th Anniversary

Presented by Sunflower Mission

Saturday, Sept 29, 2007

7:30 – 10:00 p.m.

Ocean Palace

11215 Bellaire Blvd 

Houston, TX 77072

Contacts:  Huy Pham (281) 627-1867

Minh Thu Nguyen (832) 788-0446
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Education: Bridge to the Future

Celebrating Sunflower Mission’s

5th Anniversary

Presented by Sunflower Mission

Saturday, Sept 29, 2007

7:30 – 10:00 p.m.

Ocean Palace

11215 Bellaire Blvd 

Houston, TX 77072

Objectives

· To celebrate Sunflower Mission’s achievements during its 5 year anniversary

· To recognize the corporations, members, and families whom have enabled Sunflower Mission to make a difference

· To look ahead and share with the community the vision of what Sunflower Mission can do in the NEXT 5 years

YOUR INVOLVEMENT

We are inviting you to be involved in the following ways: 

· Be present at the Education: Bridge to the Future Gala to celebrate our achievements!

· Sponsor our Gala – please see details on the next page for Sponsorship Categories.

· Sponsor our Gala by donating items for our live and silent auctions.  

· We are looking for ANYTHING! (Airplane tickets, jerseys, etc…)

· Purchase VIP Tables at $1000 each (seating 10)

· Invite your friends and family to come!

FEATURED ENTERTAINER:  DAT NGUYEN
Dat Nguyen was born in 1970 in Viet Nam, blind from birth and orphaned at age five. He began his music studies at age eleven, playing drums, and became interested in classical music two years later. In 1988, a friend introduced him to the recordings of Andres Segovia, and an immediate enchantment with the guitar and its music led him to decide to devote his life to studying and performing on the classical guitar. 
In 1994, Dat won the Southern California ASTA Solo Guitar Competition, and went on to win first prize at the Califonia state finals. An extensive1995 article in the Orange County Register on his life and achievements led to many performance invitations, including a showcase at the Westminster Mall's Asian New Year's Festival in 1996. 

Dat's goal is to continue building a career as a concert guitarist, composer and teacher. He has been very active in the Southern California Vietnamese community, raising substantial funds for the Vietnamese Refugee Fund in 1996. Dat was selected by the Orange County Register as one of fifteen people representing the varied aspects of Orange County culture at the close of the millennium.

FEATURED SPEAKER#1 :  BETTY TISDALE

Betty Moul Tisdale is recognized internationally for her humanitarian work on behalf of Asian children. A native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Mrs. Tisdale was working for U.S. Steel Corporation in New York City when she met Dr. Tom Dooley, renowned for his compassionate care of the sick and homeless in Southeast Asia. Inspired by Dr. Dooley's work, and after his death of cancer at the age of 34, Mrs. Tisdale helped maintain his clinics in Laos, Thailand and care of Tibetans in India, as well as the An Lac Orphanage in Saigon, South Vietnam. In 1961 she made the first of 28 trips to Southeast Asia.
In April, 1975, when the communists were 12 miles from Saigon, Mrs. Tisdale, along with Ina Balin, the actress and Board Member of An Lac Orphanage, and Dr. Cao Xuan Anh, who signed the papers, evacuated 219 orphans from An Lac Orphanage. On April 30, 1975 she was able to get Mme Vu Thi Ngai, the Directress of An Lac, and her two assistants out of Saigon. They lived with the Tisdales in their home in Columbus, Georgia. Mme Ngai died in her new home in 1978. The story of her dramatic rescue of the children has been told in a CBS television movie, The Children of An Lac, starring Shirley Jones as Betty Tisdale and Ina Balin, as herself.

In the summer of 2000, Betty Tisdale founded HALO, Helping and Loving Orphans. This organization is dedicated to improving the lives of children in third world countries through relief efforts. So that wherever there is a child in need HALO will be a lifeline for a better life.

She has been awarded numerous honors including the Presidential Commendation in recognition of exceptional service to others, the Medal of Honor from the Daughters of the American Revolution, and a special award by the government of South Vietnam for humanitarianism. She has received the International Service of Mankind Award by the Sertoma Club. In 1999, the Mayor of Seattle proclaimed September 15 as Betty Tisdale Day. In 2003, she received the Caring Award in Washington, DC.
FEATURED SPEAKER#2 :  TRINH HOI

Mr. Hoi, a renowned lawyer, has assisted in gaining the freedom of thousands of Vietnamese refugees who were left homeless and stateless in many refugee camps after the collapse of South Vietnam.

Mr. Hoi was born in 1970 in Saigon.  At the age of 14, he left Vietnam and immigrated to Australia with his family.  He went on to graduate from the Melbourne University Law School.  In 1998, he was chosen as the Young Vietnamese Australian of the Year.  In 2000, he was selected as a Torch Bearer for the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney. In 2002, Mr. Hoi received the prestigious Chevening-Oxford Australia Scholarship that allowed him to complete his Masters of Studies on International Refugee Laws and Policies at Oxford University. 

Mr. Hoi continues to fight for immigrant and refugee rights.  As a supporter of Sunflower Mission, Mr. Hoi shares our goal and commitment   in improving the future of the Vietnamese children through educational assistance.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Underwriter
$10,000 or more
· Two VIP tables (20 seats)

· One full-page cover advertisement on the back cover of the Gala Program 

· Recognized on a large banner on the stage of the event

· Organization name and logo displayed on our website

· Recognition in all publicity related to the event
· Organization name on the plaque of 1 Sunflower Mission classroom (by request)

· Organization logo on front page of program book
Diamond
$5000
· Two VIP tables (20 seats) 

· One full-page advertisement in the Gala Program 

· Recognized on a large banner on the stage of the event

· Organization name and logo displayed on our website

· Recognition in all publicity related to the event
Platinum
$3000
· One VIP table (10 seats) 

· Half-page advertisement in the Gala Program 

· Recognized on a large banner on the stage of the event

· Organization name and logo displayed on our website

· Recognition in all publicity related to the event

Gold
$2000
· One VIP table (10 seats) 
· Business card sized advertisement in the Gala Program

· Recognized on a large banner on the stage of the event
· Recognition in all publicity related to the event

Silver
$1000
· One VIP table (10 seats) 

· Recognition in the program notes
Friend
$100-$499

· Recognition in the program notes 
ABOUT SUNFLOWER MISSION

Sunflower Mission is a non-profit organization committed to improving the lives of the people in Vietnam, mainly through educational assistance programs.  Sunflower Mission’s hands-on approach in providing school facilities and learning materials to the rural areas of Vietnam, as well as in providing financial aid and mentoring to high potential and needy students, ensures that funds are directed to the intended targets.
Sunflower Mission members, volunteers, and friends are encouraged to experience our work in Vietnam firsthand through a cultural exchange and work camp trips.  Through these programs,  participants spend at least one week in Vietnam to put the finishing touches on the classrooms being built, attend the completion ceremony where we turn over the classrooms to the local community, get to know the teachers, and interact with the students of the school.   

Sunflower Mission participates in community outreach activities in the Greater Houston, TX area to serve in the local community in which we operate.  

Board of Directors

	Name
	Position
	Email

	Tuan Dao
	Chairman
	dao.tuan@gmail.com

	Elena Tran
	President
	elena.tran@gmail.com

	Minh Thu Nguyen
	Vice President
	minhthu.n@gmail.com

	Tram Mai
	Treasurer
	tram.mai@maicpa.com 

	Florence Nguyen
	Secretary
	phlorents@gmail.com

	Minh Nguyen
	Board Member
	minhqn@gmail.com

	Huy Pham
	Board Member
	huypham@gmail.com

	Peter Tran
	Board Member
	trannamcuong@gmail.com

	Quynh Bui
	Board Member
	qbhouston@gmail.com


Sunflower Mission at Work

Community Outreach - US

1. Tet Festival:  In celebration of the lunar calendar New Year, Sunflower Mission participates at the Tet Festival in 2004 and 2005 by having a food booth.  

2. Flu Shots – Physicians and volunteers from Sunflower Mission administer flu shots annually in the Greater Houston community.  

3. Holiday Outreach – Sunflower Mission participates in the annual holiday celebration for children at FunPlex, sponsored by Saigon Houston Radio, with a face painting and holiday crafts booth.  

4. Walk for Tsunami Victims – January, 2005.  Sunflower Mission members and friends participated in this walk-a-thon sponsored by the Vietnamese Culture & Science Association and the Vietnamese Community, to raise funds for tsunami victims.  

Sunflower Mission in Vietnam

To date, Sunflower Mission has built over 50 classrooms in remote areas of Vietnam.  Sunflower Mission’s focus has been, and will continue to be, in the rural areas of Vietnam.  Poverty in Vietnam is highly concentrated with almost 90 percent of the poor living in rural areas.  There are many indicators of poverty, most notably, a low level of education.  Education is fundamental to development and is critical for the eradication of poverty.  

2004 marked the first year where Sunflower Mission awarded scholarships to students in Vietnam through the Sunflower Mission Dao-Le Scholarship Program.  The scholarships allowed elementary, secondary, and college students to stay in school and/or further their education.  In our first year, 451 scholarships were awarded.  We have awarded over 2,200 scholarships since that time. In 2006, we had three scholarship students graduate from college.

For current information on Sunflower Mission’s work, please visit our website at www.sunflowermission.org
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P.O. Box 1385        Stafford, TX 77497


Tel. 713.927.6235


www.sunflowermission.org





Sunflower Mission is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, and scientific purposes within the meaning of Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) and Texas Tax Code Section 11.18(c).  Specifically, Sunflower Mission is committed to improving the lives of the people in Vietnam, mainly through educational assistance programs.









