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Christmas 2007
Dear Friends of HALO:

Just a few weeks ago, I was in Afghanistan….and I have come home filled with such sadness.

Somehow Kabul seemed dirtier – with more children in need that I could imagine.   Marnie Gustavson, Head of PARSA…runs a physical therapy clinic, a home for those parents mentally unable to take care of themselves and their children and many other projects including working with the government to give the children better lives.  I (HALO) promised to rebuild an old building into a vocational school, so that the children will not end up on the streets.  The widows and children….how poor they are– sitting by the roadside with their hands outstretched – so I promised the funds to build the school.   I also went to Bamiyan, where the Taliban had blown up the statues of Buddha---there the children sit at dusty tables – each sharing a book...freezing in the cold room that had no glass in the windows.    At the Allalhoddin Orphanage – in Kabul – there again – thin blankets, no electricity, no glass in the windows.   The happy part was seeing our servicemen and women playing with the children and distributing toys and clothes – and Dooley Kits on their time off.   The day before – a roadside bomb had destroyed a shopping area.
In March I again went back to Vietnam.  This time, my daughter, Thuvan, joined me.  What a joy!  Being a 5th grade school teacher she  had the children at the Kon Tum Orphanage spread out on the ground drawing pictures – it was a sight to see.  With a donation from the Dwight School in New York – we built a library for the children – and Thuvan’s Oceanway School provided all the books.  
We have almost finished the houses for the Lepers – bringing them out of their dirt floored hovel 

At Bao Lam the Ethnic Minority are now able to take their children to a newly built  pre-school – the gift of one of our wonderful donors. I am hoping we can provide some computers to bring them into the 21st century.  And lastly – there are the children who work alongside their parents in the garbage dumps for a pittance.  Our goal is to get scholarships for the children so that they can have a better life.

Casa de Cuna in Uruapan Mexico continues to grow under the guidance of Jim Bruckner.  They too have a library – something they never had – and a playground and the chance to have teachers come in and help them expand in their school work. Their new kitchen is clean and able to provide the refrigeration needed before the food spoils.  
And at Luz y Vida in Bogota – the children – all handicapped – are still in need. But with the help of Colleen Morey – it is expanding.  In January, I am going back to see them – and will be taking my granddaughter, Amanda (14) who will be helping them.   She is studying Spanish and I know the children will adore her.  My little girls, Nuri and Nexa, will be there – still wrapped in Saran wrap in their day to day existence.  I am bringing two fur lined vests from Afghanistan to them.

All of this is made possible because of your continued love and support and the spirit of Dr. Tom Dooley. I send you my best wishes, love and gratitude for a Happy and Blessed Christmas.
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